On 20 February 2009, a workshop was organised in Brussels to discuss Frequency management
standards, Health and safety standards, Data protection and privacy standards and to present the
progress of the GRIFS project. The workshop was very well attended with 46 participants in total and
took place in the new CEN facilities in Brussels.

Session 1 -

Frequency Regulation Standards, Health
and safety standards, and Data Protection
& Privacy Standards.

After a general presentation of the project, the
morning session was dedicated to an
overview of three crucial regulatory topics as
regards to the use of RFID: frequency
management standards, health and safety
standards and data protection and privacy
standards.

Jacques Hulshof, engineer at NEDAP, first
presented the current situation of the
frequency management standards existing

comprehensive presentation highlighted the
complexity of the topic. With three categories
of frequency bands for RFID, Low Frequency
(LF), High Frequency (HF) and Ultra High
Frequency (UHF), the bands are distributed
differently in the different regions of the world.
The participants agreed that the current
situation made even more obvious the need to
collaborate and harmonise the frequency
management standards throughout the world.
The issue of how Europe could be allocated
new frequencies was also raised, it was
explained that although Europe has already
made a formal request to be allocated new
frequencies, the process is very long (it can
take up to 10 years)
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The next session focused on health and
safety standards , showing that a close follow up
of the technology was necessary to prevent any
health and safety issues and anticipate potential
risks. In this regard, a user participant regretted
the lack of guidance to support the users in
setting up applications that can be certified
beyond reproach in this area. He asked the
standards organisations to be more proactive,
and to provide stronger guidelines to support the
implementation of the technology.

Another issue that was raised during the
discussion was the application of tags on body
implants. There is currently no clear statement on
the effect of RFID tags on implants and further
research is necessary to determine the exact
effect these tags could have on body implants
and potential ways to correct these effects.

The last topic was dedicated to the data
protection and privacy standards with a
presentation by Hana Pechakhova of the
Directorate General Justice, Liberty and Security
of the European commission followed by a brief
overview of the perspectives of the three GRIFS
partners. Ms. Pechakhova gave the audience a
clear overview of the current debate around the
RFID technology in the European Union
regarding data protection and privacy issues and
presented the existing legislation, and the latest
activities and initiatives of the European
commission, including the work of the Article 29
Working Party.

One of the main elements in the European
legislation is that the data controllers should have
a legitimate interest in processing personal data.
They also have the obligation to provide secure
processing and give the individuals the choice not
to have his/her data processed. Ms. Pechakhova
insisted on the fact that the EC is not against the
technology, especially not when it comes to
supply chain applications, as it provides a lot of
benefits, but that at the same time, attention
should be paid to any infringement of individual
rights and potential discrimination caused by the
technology.
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Ms. Pechakhova concluded that the European
Commission is also making great efforts to
contribute to the standardisation on these issues,
both at the international level and at the
European level with the publication of a mandate
to the three European Standards Organisations
(ESOs) requesting them to set up a framework
for RFID standardisation in the areas privacy and
security.

The GRIFS partners then presented their
perspective on the topic. As the chairman of the
CEN/ISSS workshop on data protection and
privacy, Nick Mansfield presented the different
levels of data protection and privacy and the
different steps that can be taken to safeguard
these principles. Trevor Peirce presented the
ETSI perspective, stressing the importance of
raising awareness to consumers. Finally, Marisa
Jimenez, European public policy director for GS1/
EPCglobal, outlined the importance of an
international collaboration to find a coherent way
to work around those issues.

The discussion focused on the newly published
mandate by the European Commission to the
three European Standards Organisations (ESOs)
CEN, CENELEC and ETSI.
The presenters and participants stressed the
following points:
: The mandate should not reinvent the
legislation and practices already in place.
The cooperation with standardisation bodies
and stakeholders, especially at the
international level, should be a priority of the

mandate.
The cooperation with GRIFS and
CASAGRAS will also be essential to avoid

overlaps.

In terms of RFID standardisation on privacy
and security, the right balance has to be
found between developing Privacy
enhancing technologies (PET) and leaving
enough space for innovation and
application.
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Session 2 -
Shaping the future of the GRIFS Forum

In the afternoon, the workshop aimed at

presenting the GRIFS project in more details and
giving an update on the upcoming creation of the
Forum of collaboration.

Gertjan van den Akker (NEN), an expert for the
GRIFS work package 1 presented the WP1
standardisation report. With an inventory of 125
gives an exhaustive

standards, the report
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overview of the existing international RFID
standards relating to the supply chain
management. The report is available on the
GRIFS website (section downloads) -

After the publication of the first version of the
report, the team decided that it made more sense
to develop an online version of the inventory that
could be more dynamic and be updated on and
ad-hoc basis rather than at a fixed time and then
becoming rapidly outdated.
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Piotr Holubowicz, from GS1 Poland, presented
the online database that is currently being
developed wusing an open source content
management tool called Drupal. This new tool,
which will soon be available and launched, will
allow the access to the full content of the report
classified by areas of application, publisher or
status. A search tool has been created to enable
specific and/or filtered searches of content. In the
future, the plan is to have several designated
“editors” within each active organisations who will
update the database in their areas of expertise.

GRIFS

Potential improvement of the database could be
the publication of a regular newsletter to notify
interested parties of important updates, and the
translation of the website into other languages.
The audience also proposed to include a tool that
could help define which standards are needed for
which applications and where to find them.

The database is expected to be launched in the
coming weeks.
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David Weatherby and Henri Barthel then
presented in more details the idea behind the
GRIFS project, which is creating a Forum of
collaboration between international standards
organisations. Thanks to a series of workshops
organised throughout the world, some
groundwork has already been undertaken to draft
a Memorandum of Understanding and determine
the first issues to be discussed.

The participants agreed on the importance of
such a platform, but also insisted on the
importance of involving the user community. The
activities of the Forum should be based on the

by application area,
by publisher or
by status

users’ needs. Some participants also advised the
GRIFS Forum to have a strong mission
statement, as this would insure better visibility
and impact.

The team is still working on a firm definition of the
MoU and is planning to launch the Forum

officially in May 2009. The first Forum meeting
will take place in Washington at the end of June
(to be confirmed)




