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Agenda

• Why develop a Forum of collaboration? 
• Presentation of the Memorandum of 

Understanding



Passive European RFID market 
sizing – future development

Evolution Number of tags in Europe (in millions)
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Source: Bridge Report Feb 2007 European passive RFID Market Sizing 2007-2022

Evolution Number of RFID readers in Europe
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Industry Sectors 
Developing RFID

– Retail/CPG 
– Land and sea logistics 
– Airlines and airports 
– Healthcare 
– Animals and farming 
– Libraries and archiving 
– Manufacturing 
– Leisure 
– Laundry 
– Financial and security 

– Military
– Passenger Transport
– Communications
– Oil and Gas
– Chemicals
– Pharmaceutical
– Automotive
– Aerospace
– Post and Parcel
etc. 



RFID Application Areas

• Asset Tracking
• Environment/Recycling
• Inventory/Warehouse Management
• Operational Efficiency
• Logistics/Supply Chain
• Payment Systems
• Security and Access Control



Where are standards 
required?
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Who is creating the 
“standards”

• International
ITU, ISO, IEC

• Regional
CEN, ETSI, CENELEC, FCC, …

• National
UK, Europe, US, Japan, China   ……

• Industry Groups
Automotive, Retail, Defence, Healthcare………

• Solution Providers ………
• Other

GS1, EPC, IETF, uID….



RFID Standards Need to 
Fit Together



But will they?



Current situation

• Lack of interoperability of standards
� Know what RFID standards in place or in 
development

• Lack of coordination between Standards organisations
� Need for RFID standards co-ordination

• How can RFID Standards co-ordination be managed?
� Need for formal structure to frame this 
coordination



Interoperability examples



GRIFS Approach to 
Co-ordination

• State of the Art Report and Database

• GRIFS Forum
Co-ordinate standards development organisations
Avoid duplication, incompatibility and gaps
GRIFS workshops to agree how to organise the Forum



GRIFS Memorandum of 
Understanding

• Enable standards organisations to coordinate 
their activities

• Based on the Electronic Business MoU between 
IEC, ISO, ITU & UN/ECE



Principles in the MoU

• Cooperation of standards bodies
• Involve and meet the needs of the user community
• Respect of each organisation’s procedure and existing 

standards development process
• Commitment of the signatories 
• Coordination towards interoperability and consistency of 

standards
• Information sharing



Forum Members



The Management Board 
of the Forum

• Composition: one representative of each 
participant organisation

• Responsibilities:
- Coordinate the work programme
- Implement the recommendations agreed by the 

participants
- Update and maintain the GRIFS Database
- Monitor other groups’ progress 



Activities of the Forum



Forum Characteristics

The Forum will not :

- Engage in standards development
- Represent an additional layer of bureaucracy

The Forum will : 

- Focus on action, not discussion
- Facilitate effective standardisation



Potential Forum Benefits

• Sharing of expertise and of resources
• Fewer gaps or incompatibilities in standards
• Broader more widely applicable standards
• Access to broader user base

� Launch of the Forum = May 2009
• Forum meetings to be organised in May 2009 (Beijing), 

July 2009 (Washington D.C.), September 2009 (Seoul), 
and November 2009 (Brussels)



We need your input

• Is there a need for co-ordination of RFID standards?
• Which RFID standards areas are most in need of 

co-ordination?
• Which standards organisations need to be involved?
• How should user/industry organisations be involved?
• Is the GRIFS Forum, as described in the MoU, the right 

approach. If not how should it be changed?
• Would your organisation wish to be involved in the 

Forum?

• Please send your comments to 
info@grifs-project.eu


